
 

 

 

 
 

 

VISION 

 

Downtown Watkinsville is a vibrant center for Oconee County, with a mixture of businesses, services, parks, residences, 

restaurants, and venues for the arts. A place where people can truly come, connect, and create. 

 

 

MISSION 

 

The Mission of the Watkinsville Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is to serve as an advocate for economic 

growth and vitality, while engaging community members and guests to come, connect and create. 

 

 

PURPOSE 

  

Promote quality development within the Downtown District 

• Work with potential new business owners to find and secure appropriate business space downtown  

• Provide support for existing business owners to aid in retention and expansion opportunities 

• Maintain database of key information regarding downtown properties 

• Collaborate with the City to ensure ordinances are fair to business owners and promote preservation of 

Watkinsville’s history and heritage 

• Partner with city government to represent the interests of all stakeholders 

 

Plan and implement events to draw visitors to downtown Watkinsville to promote economic vitality and community  

• Support the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce to host a successful annual Fall Festival in downtown 

Watkinsville 

• Organize annual events, such as Trick or Treat on Main, Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony 

• Partner with Visit Oconee and other organizations to promote events held in downtown Watkinsville 

  

Promote downtown Watkinsville as a great place, to live, work, play, and pray. 

• Create and maintain dynamic channels to promote downtown Watkinsville 

 Downtown Development Authority Engagement 

 Social Media 

 Website 

 Collateral Material 

 

 Ensure downtown Watkinsville is inviting, by maintaining historic and small-town aesthetic: 

• Streetscape projects, to include historic lamp posts, landscaping, banners, way-finding signs, other signage, etc. 

• Maintain community gathering spaces 

• Support creation of a Historic Preservation Committee 

 

 Ensure diversity in funding sources to achieve long term goals 

• Needs assessments 

• Research options for grants 

• Events/Fundraisers 

• Consider other programs 

 



Downtown Watkinsville 

It is the desire and mission of the Watkinsville Downtown 

Development Authority to serve as an advocate for 

economic growth and vitality, while engaging members 

and guests to come, connect, and create. 

 

We would like every building in our Downtown District 

to be filled with a vibrant retail store, restaurant, office 

or residence; each drawing people to come downtown to 

shop, dine, conduct business or live.  

 

We would like to see Downtown Watkinsville restored to 

the community hub of our area with pedestrian friendly 

streets, gathering spots, and compelling businesses that 

make Watkinsville the hub of our community.   

 

How can we help? 

Champion local small business development and promote policies 

that create a diverse economic environment and a vibrant Downtown 

Watkinsville. 

 

Provide opportunities for downtown professionals to share insights 

and build a strong community network. By facilitating meaningful 

connections, we will empower Watkinsville with valuable resources 

that preserve our downtown district. 

 

Optimize outreach efforts and communicate the value we bring to our 

community. Through innovative marketing and branding strategies and 

providing valuable resources, we will drive sustainable economic 

development in our downtown. 

 

Watkinsville Downtown Development Authority: 

Mellony Adkins ~ Cristi Donahue ~ Dan Elder ~ Robert Griffith ~  

Paul Lancaster ~ Christine Tucker ~ Brock Toole 

 

Downtown Development Director: 

Kate Patterson         kpatterson@cityofwatkinsville.com 

www.downtownwatkinsvillega.com 
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